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CTA NEEDS REVIEWS! Please write YELP reviews and Facebook reviews for CTA. We need as many positive
reviews as possible. Don't delay as this is very important to our short and long‐term success.
CTA offers so much, from puppy kindergarten to advanced
obedience, conformation, and agility. Whether you are
looking for a basic class or want to compete in a variety of
dog sports, CTA has
something for everyone. It
Upcoming Events
is through your reviews
that we can let others
know, increase the number
 New Classes at all
of students in our classes
campuses
and grow our membership.
 Membership Renewals
Spread the word!
Due: January 30


Newsletter Deadline:
February 28

In this issue of the
newsletter you will find
Good dogs! See who earned their CGC in the Brags.
new schedules, changes in membership and instructor benefits, and many
more updates for 2021.
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Membership

From the Board:
Board of Directors

Looking Forward to 2021
We all lost something to the Coronavirus pandemic this
year, whether it was a loved one, an acquaintance, a job or
just our normal routines of life. We are proud that CTA was
able to weather the unprecedented four-month closure
when so many businesses and organizations have closed
their doors. We are so grateful and happy to still have a
place to train our dogs! We hope that we can be a little
piece of normalcy and comfort for everyone who spends
time with us.
Making money has never been CTA’s highest priority. Our
priorities are our students, members and dog training. The
modest savings we had built up over the last few years
allowed us to pay our monthly rent and expenses through
the end of this year, despite making no class income for
four months.

President: Ken Nagler
Knagler20@gmail.com
Treasurer/Finance: Karen Long
410‐757‐0232
kdlong88@aol.com
Secretary: Christina Schriver
ctadogssecretary@gmail.com
Theresa Zuzworsky

tzuzworsky1@gmail.com

Marlene Schlichtig 301‐577‐4786
wilmarne@verizon.net
Diane Gilliam

flyladydi8@aol.com

Dallas Bolen

dcbolen2@verizon.net

Joan Adler

scadler@verizon.net

Other Contacts
Beltsville Training Director: Board of Directors

With COVID precautions now limiting most of our classes
to 6 students, the Board is adapting our fee structure. In
the past, the large volume of students in our basic and
puppy classes funded the club and allowed members to pay
a relatively low membership fee that covered all their
classes.
Instead of increasing the membership fee to a prohibitive
level, the Board decided to take a different direction. For
2021, we will reduce the membership fee and charge
members a reduced cost for each class they take. This
membership will apply across all of CTA, we will no longer
have separate Obedience and Agility memberships.

Beltsville Obedience Building & Program
Coordinatior: Joan Adler
obediencewithaplan@icloud.com
Davidsonville Training Director: Karen Long
410‐757‐0232
kdlong88@aol.com
Agility: Karen Long 410‐757‐0232
kdlong88@aol.com
Freestyle: Marlene Schlichtig
301‐577‐4786
wilmarne@verizon.net
Conformation: Dale Martins 301‐943‐3437
coventrynorwich@gmail.com
Agility Ring Rental: Maureen Shea
Maureen.shea1210@gmail.com
Beltsville Obedience Ring Rental: Sherry Ralls
s_ralls2002@yahoo.com
Membership: Patricia Hill
ctamembership@yahoo.com
Newsletter: Joan McCuistion 301‐807‐6750
caninetrainingassociationnews@gmail.com
CTA Facebook: Diane Gilliam flyladydi8@aol.com
CTA Website: Candace Craig
livewithstandards@gmail.com
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Continue on page 3 to see how it works….
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Membership Benefits and Details:
 The fee for our membership package is $100.00 annually, regardless of when you sign

up.
 Membership benefits run from January 1st to December 31st.
 The membership package includes all dogs in your household.
 As a member, you will receive a $30.00 discount for every class you take. All classes
are eligible for the discount. Special events and seminars may not be included.
 As a member, you may rent our training buildings in Beltsville and Davidsonville for
private training sessions. Use of the agility building requires prior approval from your
instructor and completion of our safety protocol training.
 We will keep you up to date on club business with our quarterly electronic newsletter.
 All members maintain a hold harmless waiver on file with us.
 All dogs training in our facilities must be up to date on their vaccines. Proof of
vaccination must be provided.

Forward any questions you have about our membership package
to CTAMembership@yahoo.com.
Membership Registration
You may set up your annual membership using our online registration system or by
completing our annual membership application. Forward applications with your payment to
CTA Memberships, P.O. Box 43, Davidsonville, MD 21035.
Online Membership Registration

CTA Annual Membership Form

2021 Instructor’s Benefits
Our Volunteer Instructors are CTA’s lifeblood. We would not exist without the legions of
dedicated instructors who have supported this club for 70 years.
We recognize this service and want to honor it as best we can. These are the benefits for our
instructors:
Instructors who teach more than 25 hours per year receive:
 Free $100.00 annual membership.
 Free Obedience buildings rental for every hour they teach. 1:1 ratio.
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 ½ price Agility ring rentals fees.
 Each instructor will receive 10 free class package credits per year if they teach year

round. In practical term, that means each instructor can take 10 free classes each
year.
 Co-instructors and assistant instructors get 5 free class package credits per year if
they teach year round. In practical terms, that means each assistant instructor can
take 5 free classes each year.
* All of the free and ½ price Agility rentals are for personal private practice, not income
generating private instruction.
With much appreciation,
The CTA Board:
Dallas Bolen
Joan Adler
Diane Gilliam
Karen Long
Christine Schriver
Marlene Schlichtig
Theresa Zuzworsky

CTA Photos are Being Moved
The pictures hanging in the CTA obedience building are going to
slowly disappear. We are going to start taking the photos down to
scan and then put the photos in an album to be kept at CTA. Some of
the frames are not in the best of shape and we really want to preserve
the pictures. When the scanning is complete, we will have a
memorial page on Facebook and the website.
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Why Should I Teach my Dog Tricks?
By Cheryl Matthews‐White

Tricks? Why do I need to teach my dog tricks? I want a performance dog, not
a circus performer. Teaching your dog tricks can improve you and your dog’s
performance skills and aid in cooperative care.
“Tricks can help in dog sports in a variety of ways,” says Kyra Sundance,
founder of Do More with Your Dog, dog trainer and author. “It helps directly
in sports, such as obedience, in giving you an option for redirection.” As an
example, if the handler does not have the dogs’ attention going into the ring,
Sundance suggests doing a couple of tricks, such as spin or shake hands, to
bring the dog’s attention back to the handler. “Primarily, the function of tricks
is to teach the dog how to learn,” said Sundance, who has competed in
obedience and other dog sports with her dogs. “The more things you can
teach a dog, the faster they will learn new skills.
Tricks can also be used to teach cooperative care to dogs in preparation for
grooming or veterinary visits. The jump in the box trick can be used to make
dogs feel comfortable with getting in the tub and standing for a bath. The
various platform tricks can help a dog be less anxious about being on the exam
table in the veterinarian’s office. Head down can be used to help a dog with
focusing on the handler while an examination is going on in the vet’s office.
Shake hands is a great way to practice for blood draws.
Tricks allow learning to occur in a relaxed way. Fun is front and center when
learning tricks. The true benefit of learning tricks is the effort it takes you to
teach a new behavior and your dog to learn each step. Tricks are open to
creativity. Tricks can be what the handler determines is best for the dog.
“There are fewer hard and fast rules, and there is more laughter,” Sundance said.
Tricks also strengthens the bond you have with your dog and enhances your communication. “I find tricks to
be one of the most bonding sports that we do,” Sundance said. “In other sports we do, such as agility, you have
great teamwork, because you are running side by side. But in tricks, you focus on the dog’s eyes. The process
of staring into each other’s eyes while both are trying to figure out what the other is saying becomes a real
bonding process.”
Tricks can reduce ring stress. Trick training can also reduce a dog’s anxiety in the ring. Dogs feel much more
relaxed and able to focus in the performance ring. Dogs learn to accept attention while performing. Trick
training helps dogs deal with their fear and gain confidence in the performance ring.
Many of the novice trick dog behaviors are rooted in obedience, such as heel, down, finish and sit. “Everything
is a trick, whether it’s a shake hands or rollover or sit, it is all a trick,” Sundance said. “The difference of word
choice between tricks and command is the requirement for it being done. I like to present things as tricks,
particularly for novice owners.”
Tricks decrease stress, teach positions in a positive way and create a stronger bond with the handler.
The next Tricks class starts on January 9th, 2021. Please check website to register.
Cheryl Mathews-White is a Certified Trick Dog Instructor with the Do More with Your Dog Program and is a
Trick Dog Evaluator with AKC. Cheryl has titled two of her dogs in the Do More with Your Dog Program.
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Have you heard of Snuffle Mats?
Snuffle mats are puzzles for dogs. Homemade or purchased, they are
composed of strips of cloth attached to a backing that kibble can be
hidden in. Your dog uses his nose to search out the food. It is a great
way to help your puppy or dog expend mental energy and relieve
boredom.
CTA hosted a snuffle mat
making workshop on October 18th. There were
10 participants in the workshop. COVID‐19
protocols were followed – six‐foot distancing and
wearing of face masks. Everyone had a great
time making a fun enrichment toy for their dogs.
Thank you, Cheryl Matthews‐White for
organizing this workshop!
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Fleece Tug Toy Workshop
CTA hosted a fleece tug toy workshop on Sunday, December 6th at the Beltsville
location. There were 9 participants in that workshop. Everyone had a great time
making enrichment toys for their dogs.
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CGC Urban Dog Class was at it Again!
Karen Long offers an adventuresome Urban Dog Class. She did not disappoint with her latest class
held this past fall. Handlers and their dogs could be found all around Annapolis, navigating city
streets, touring local shops and traveling by water taxi.

Part of the Urban Dog Class in downtown Annapolis.

Ann McDonald with Piper on the water taxi

Water Taxi Ride
River (owned by Marcia Wakefield) watching the water as Ope
(owned by Denise Alexander) thinks about going for a swim!
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BRAGS!

Arthur Belediuk's fall class all qualified
for their Canine Good Citizen titles on
Friday October 9, 2020.
Pictured from left to right are: Aida
Ingram with her dog Lilah, Pam
Heimann with Saison, Trish Rader
with Sadie and Marlene
Schlichtig with Jewels.
Congratulations!

Pictured right are the newest
graduates of Arthur Belendiuk's
Canine Good Citizen Advanced class.
As this title is also know as
community canine, most of the test
was conducted outside the College
Park Starbucks.
Pictured from left to right are: Dinah
Meehan with Disco, Dale Martins
with Moxie, Trish Rader with
Sadie, Marlene Schlichtig with
Jewels, Aida Ingram with Lilah, and
Pam Heimann with Saison.
Arthur Belendiuk predicts that he
will be seeing some great
competition dogs coming out of this
group.
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BRAGS!

(Continued)

Mike Bullinger and Diana Hong are happy to announce the following achievements:

Trevor: International Dog Parkour Association
(IDPKA): Intermediate Parkour Dog (PKD-I)
IDPKA Under Level 3 Specialist (PKD-UN3)
- 3rd dog worldwide to achieve this title
between 2019-2020.
AKC FCAT2

Trevor loves "chasing the rabbit" in Fast CAT

Mike Bullinger and a very happy Cayenne: IDPKA Novice Parkour
Dog (PKD-N) AKC DCAT

Diana Hong and Becca - new AKC DCAT
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CTA Davidsonville Instructors Mee ng:
In early October, all the CTA Davidsonville Instructors met in the parking lot to discuss ways to solve
some of the perennial problems CTA faces in this post Covid-19 world.
As instructors, we work every week with decisions made long ago. Sometimes, the rationale behind
them no longer applies. Now in a Post-COVID-19 world, we have new challenges and conditions to
consider. We wanted each and every one of the instructors to have a say in how we move forward as a
group.
The meeting went well past its scheduled time with everyone contributing ideas. There was a strong
consensus on several changes that we decided to try starting January 1, 2021.
A few of the new changes:
Changing our sessions from a 10 week to an 8 week schedule and giving the basic and puppy instructors
a week off between sessions.
Change class titles to make better sense for the general dog owning person. Remove AKC sub novice
and Novice titles because they add confusion.
Adding demonstrations of advanced skills to excite and motivate students to continue with training.
Reducing membership fees and charging a per class fee to fairly distribute the costs of CTA across the
membership.
Introducing a curriculum and testing to Intermediate (now Basic obedience II) classes to motivate those
students to train between classes and improve.
Better and more transparent benefits for instructors who’ve taught for decades.

CTA Instructors Needed at All Campuses!
As an instructor who teaches 25 hrs or more hours a year you get free membership, 10 free
classes and to be part of a great organization that’s lasted over 70 years! See instructors
benefits explained on page 3-4.
Instructors need to have achieved a title in whatever area they are teaching.
We specifically need: intermediate and novice obedience levels instructors Monday evening 8-9:00 or
Thursdays 6-7:00 or 8-9:00 in Davidsonville.
We also need someone to be a Monday night Agility pre-competition instructors and an advanced
competition instructor. Also, Spencer has requested someone available to assist him with any of his
Tuesday classes.

CTA Needs Graphic Arts Help
CTA is looking for someone to help create business cards and brochures to advertise CTA. If you
can help, contact Karen Long at kdlong88@aol.com.
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CTA INSTRUCTORS, January 2021
When contacting an instructor, identify the class you are inquiring about in the subject line and only contact them
about the class they teach.

LAST NAME
Adler
Barrows
Belendiuk
Bennett
Bolen
Brown
Brumfield
Bullinger
Chroniger
Collins
Dwyer
Dwyer
Dwyer-Mullings
Faber
Fernandez
Gilliam
Glass
Griffin
Han
Hanes
Harrill
Hayden
Herzner
Hill
Hong
Hoover
Koebler
La Dieu
Logan
Long
McAuliffe
McNally
Martins
Matthews-White
Meyer
Mullings
Nagler
Orth
Owens
Pittelli
Phillips
Putschi
Schlichtig
Schumaker
Standridge
Swan
Von Suhrke
Zuzworsky

FIRST NAME
Joan
Debbie
Arthur
Trachelle
Dallas
Carol
Tara
Mike
Darlene
Laurie
Karen
Meredith
Kimberly
Sue
Jamaria
Diane
Barbara
Louise
Jasmine
Darcy
Spencer
Pat
Natalie
Patricia
Diana
Jeanette
Kate
Mary
Gene
Karen
Josie
Karen
Dale
Cheryl
Carol
Kim
Ken
Diane
Mary
Linda
Dave
Ingrid
Marlene
Karen
Terry
Judith
Susan
Theresa

EMAIL
obediencewithaplan@icloud.com
debrabarrows@hotmail.com
abelendiuk@fccworld.com
trachelle@7bennetts.com
dcbolen2@verizon.net
awesumaussie@msn.com
Tara.Brumfield@umm.edu
Mike_Bullinger@yahoo.com
jimchroniger@aol.com
Sabrirto4@verizon.net
Norwich5@hotmail.com
info@meridithdwyer.com
kdmullings@aol.com
Bobf1040@verizon.net
risingmoonkennels@yahoo.com
Flyladydi8@aol.com
Barbaraglass2750@gmail.com
encorebrits@verizon.net
Momo28752000@yahoo.com
Dhanes0603@gmail.com
dogonit.spencer@comcast.net
pmh7387@comcast.net
Cowgirl2701@msn.com
ctamembership@yahoo.com
Ladydian2008@yahoo.com
muchadogoldens@verizon.net
katewelch@hotmail.com
Mladieu@gmail.com
eugene.logan@verizon.net
Kdlong88@aol.com
josiemcauliffe@me.com
angorarabbits@aol.com
coventrynorwich@gmail.com
murphysdogmom@gmail.com
Carolm1210@gmail.com
Knagler20@gmail.com
Fcr2mc@gmail.com
owensgirltwo@gmail.com
lcpittelli@gmail.com
kodarbas@comcast.net
ingridputschi@gmail.com
wilmarne@verizon.net
solargold@verizon.net
Terrystandridge53@gmail.com
swanj1@verizon.net
susanvonsuhrke@me.com
Tzuzworsky1@gmail.com
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Safety Rules Related to Covid‐19 for ALL Campuses
All classes, regardless of whether they are included in membership or otherwise, must be
signed up for in advance, to ensure safe numbers of handlers and dogs are maintained.
•To protect our instructors and yourselves, we will require everyone in the building to wear a face covering that
covers nose, mouth and chin at all times. This includes while you are running agility courses.
• 6’ social distancing will be followed by everyone.
• Only one class at a time will be held in all the buildings. no double classes in the Beltsville Obedience
building.
•Back to back classes with another class directly afterwards will be 50 minutes long instead of 1 hour. This
allows students to gather their belongings, ask questions of the instructors and leave before the next class
arrives. Instructors, please kindly encourage your students to leave in a timely manner.
•Everyone who enters the buildings will need to sign a Covid-19 waiver.
• Frequently touched surfaces such as doorknobs, light switches, bathrooms will be wiped down several times
daily.
•Classes will be limited to 12 people in the Beltsville Obedience building. There is an 8 person limit for Agility
classes and 8 person limit for classes in Davidsonville.

From the Editor:
Members: Send me your brags, including a picture as well as new puppy pictures at
caninetrainingassociationnews@gmail.com . Don't be shy!!!!

Submissions for the next newsletter are due by February 28, 2021.

--Joan McCuistion

The final pages of this newsletter are the:
1. Obedience & Agility Class Schedules & Fees (pages 14-19)
2. CTA Sequences of Agility Classes, Registration Procedure & Fees (page 19)
3. Agility Class Descriptions & Prerequisites (pages 20-22)
4. Membership Application (pages 23-26)
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2021 BELTSVILLE OBEDIENCE/CONFORMATION/FREESTYLE SCHEDULE
Canine Training Association, 6826 Distribution Drive, Beltsville, MD 20705
DAY

DATES

TIME

INSTRUCTOR

6:30 pm
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm

Brown/Hanes
Putschi/Zuzworsky

Puppy Obedience
($120.00)

Monday
Saturday

Jan. 11 – Mar. 1
Jan. 2 – Feb. 10

Basic Obedience
($120.00)

Monday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Jan. 11 – Mar. 1
Jan. 14 – Mar. 4
Jan. 8 – Feb. 26
Jan. 2 – Feb. 20

7:30 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
9:45 am – 11:00 am

Gilliam/Phillips/Fernandez
Bullinger/Hong
Belendiuk
Putschi/Zuzworsky

Sub-Novice Obedience
($150)

Thursday

Jan. 7 – Mar. 11

10:00 am

Adler/Pittelli

Novice Obedience
($150)

Tuesday
Sunday
Monday

Jan. 12 – Mar. 16
Jan. 24 – Mar. 28
Mar. 15 – May 17

10:30 am
4:00 pm
10:00 am

Faber
McAuliffe
Griffin

7:30 pm

Hoover/Collins

Manners
($120)

Wednesday

Jan. 6 – Feb. 24

Intermediate Obedience
($120)

Thursday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Jan. 14 – Mar. 4
Mar. 2 – Apr. 20
Mar. 3 – Apr. 21

6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm

LaDieu/Hong
Hanes
Koebler/Han

Open/Utility Obedience
($120.00 for Friday / $150 for Thursday or Sunday)

Friday: every other week
Thursday
***Sunday***

Jan. 8,& 22, Feb. 12 & 26,
Mar. 12 & 26, Apr. 9 & 23
Jan. 14 – Mar. 18
Jan. 10 – Mar. 14

9:30 am

Belendiuk

8:00 pm
6>30 pm

Faber/LaDieu
Barrows/Herzner

***Before registering for Sunday class, contact Debbie Barrows at debrabarrows@hotmail.com

Novice, Open & Utility Obedience Training & Run-Thru's
($150.00)

Friday

Jan. 8 – Mar. 12

8:00 pm

Belendiuk

Utility Obedience
($150.00)

Wednesday

Jan. 6 – Mar. 10

8:30 pm

Glass

11:15 am – 12:15 pm

Matthews-White

Tricks
($105.00)

Saturday

Jan. 9 – Feb. 10

15

Rally (AKC, WCRL, C-wags, UKC)
($120.00)

Saturday

Jan. 2 – Feb. 10

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm

Zuzworsky

Rally
($150.00)

Tuesday

Jan. 5 – Mar. 9

6:00 pm

Schlichtig

3:00 pm

Chroniger

7:00 pm

Belendiuk

Freestyle
($120.00)

Saturday

Jan. 2 = Feb. 10

Nosework
($150.00)

Friday

Jan. 8 - Mar. 12

Conformation Session I
($90.00)

Friday

Jan. 8 – Feb. 12

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Martins

Conformation Session II
($90.00)

Friday

Feb. 19 – Mar. 26

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Martins

Conformation is back! New day and new location! Friday’s 7-7:50, January 8thFebruary 12th. Please note this is no longer a drop in class. Students need to register for
class in advance.
We understand this is not how it’s always been done, but CTA must have a complete
roster with good contact information to be in compliance with County Covid regulations.
Please contact Dale Martins at coventrynorwich@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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2021 DAVIDSONVILLE CLASS SCHEDULE
Canine Training Association, 3789 Queen Anne Bridge Road, Davidsonville, MD
DAY

DATES

TIME

INSTRUCTOR

Puppy Basics
($120 for Monday / $90 for Wednesday – 6 wk class)

Monday
Wednesday

Jan. 11 – Mar. 1
Jan. 13 – Feb. 17

6:00 pm – 6:50 pm
10:00 am

Bolen/Logan
Hayden

Monday
Wednesday

Mar. 22 – May 10
Mar. 10 – Apr. 14

6:00 pm – 6:50 pm
10:00 am

Bolen/Logan
Hayden

Monday
Wednesday

May 24 – July 19
May 5 – June 9

6:00 pm – 6:50 pm
10:00 am

Bolen/Logan
Hayden

Monday

Aug. 2 – Sept. 27

6:00 pm – 6:50 pm

Bolen/Logan

Monday

Oct. 11 – Nov. 29

6:00 pm – 6:50 pm

Bolen/Logan

Monday (TBD)

Dec. 6 & 13

6:00 pm – 6:50 pm

Bolen/Logan

Basic Obedience I
($120.00)

Monday
Tuesday (am)
Tuesday (pm)

Jan. 11 – Mar. 1
Jan. 12 – Mar. 2
Jan. 12 – Mar. 2

7:00 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm

Brumfield/Hortman
Long
Bolen/Bennett

Monday
Tuesday (am)
Tuesday (pm)

Mar. 22 – May 10
Mar. 23 – May 11
Mar. 23 – May 11

7:00 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm

Brumfield/Hortman
Long
Bolen/Bennett

Monday
Tuesday (am)
Tuesday (pm)

May 17 – July 12
May 18 – July 6
May 18 – July 6

7:00 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm

Brumfield/Hortman
Long
Bolen/Bennett

Monday
Tuesday (am)
Tuesday (pm)

July 26 – Sept. 27
July 13 – Aug. 31
July 13 – Aug. 31

7:00 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm

Brumfield/Hortman
Long
Bolen/Bennett

Monday
Tuesday (am)
Tuesday (pm)

Oct. 4 – Nov. 22
Sept. 7 – Oct. 26
Sept. 7 – Oct. 26

7:00 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm

Brumfield/Hortman
Long
Bolen/Bennett

Monday (TBD-seminar)
Tuesday (am)
Tuesday (pm)

Nov. 29 – Dec. 13
Nov. 2 – Dec. 14
Nov. 2 – Dec. 14

7:00 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm

Brumfield/Hortman
Long
Bolen/Bennett

Basic Obedience II
($120.00)

Monday
Tuesday (am)
Tuesday (pm)

Jan. 4 – Feb. 22
Mar. 23 – May 11
Jan. 19 – Mar. 9

10:00 am – 11:00 am
11:30 am – 12:30 pm
7:30 pm

Standridge/Hill
Long
Bolen/Bennett

Introduction to Jumping & Revtrieves
($120.00)

Tuesday

Jan. 19 – Mar. 9

11:30 am – 12:30 pm

Long
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Advanced Obedience: Open & Utility
($120.00)

Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday (short session)

Jan. 14 – Mar. 4
Mar. 25 – May 13
May 27 – July 15
July 29 – Sept. 16
Sept. 30 – Nov. 18
Dec. 2 – Dec. 16

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Logan
Logan
Logan
Logan
Logan
Logan

Rally Run-Thru's
($60.00)

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

Feb. 3 – Feb. 24
Mar. 3 – Mar. 24
Apr. 7 – Apr. 28
May 5 – Mary 26

7:30 pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm

Schumaker/Owens
Schumaker/Owens
Schumaker/Owens
Schumaker/Owens

In early October, all the CTA Agility instructors met next to the open garage door with masks on to discuss some of the
perennial problems that Agility program faces, and the new problems of the post‐COVID world.
Our Agility program has made astonishing progress in a very short time, moving from a paper‐and‐phone‐call
registration system to online registration and payments, and publishing and posting an organized schedule of classes.
The dedication of the instructors carried us through 2020!
Most of the evening’s conversation centered on developing a more coherent Agility curriculum, as well as creating a
clear progression from the beginning to the more advanced classes. Our current classes are teaching substantially the
same material but in different ways, different amounts of time and by very different names.
Everyone participated in the discussion and there was a strong consensus around several changes we decided to try
starting on January 1st.
A few of the new changes:




All sessions will be six weeks of 1 ½ hour‐long classes. There will be a week off between each session. This totals
9 hours of class time per session, which is more than the current sessions of 8 weeks of hour‐long classes.
Class names will change to make the progression of classes from beginning to advanced easier for everyone to
understand. See page 19 for more information on the sequence of Agility classes.
There was a lot of discussion about benchmarking when specific exercises will be taught, specifically the weaves.
After extensive consideration, it was decided that the weaves equipment will be thoroughly introduced in a
basic or foundation class, but mastery will not be expected when entering a pre‐competition (formerly
intermediate) class.
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2021 BELTSVILLE AGILITY CLASS SCHEDULE
Canine Training Association
6822 Distribution Drive
Beltsville, MD 20705

DAY

DATES

TIME

INSTRUCTOR

Building Blocks for Puppies I: Focused Minds & Balanced Bodies ($)
Wednesday
Jan. 6 – Feb. 17
6:00 pm – 7:20 pm
McNally/Martins
Building Blocks for Puppies II: Focused Minds & Balanced Bodies ($)
Wednesday
Mar. 10 – Apr. 21
6:00 pm – 7:20 pm
McNally/Martins

Wednesday

Basic Agility I: Intro to Agility Equipment & Handling ($)
Mar. 10 – Apr. 14
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Martins/McNally

Thursday

Basic Agility II: Intro to Agility Equipment & Handling($)
Jan. 14 – Feb. 18
6:00 pm – 7:20 pm
Martins/McNally

Basic Agility III: Intro to Agility Equipment & Handling ($)
Wednesday
Jan. 13 – Feb. 17
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Martins/McNally
Thursday
Mar. 11 – Apr. 15
6:00 pm – 7:20 pm
McNally/Martins

Tuesday

Agility Foundations II ($)
Jan. 12 – Feb. 16
Noon – 1:20 pm

Harrill

Monday
Tuesday

Pre-Competition Agility (Intermediate) ($)
Jan. 11 – Feb. 15
10:00 am – 11:20 am
Jan. 12 – Feb. 16
10:30 am – 11:50 pm

Swan
Harrill

Monday
Tuesday

Mar. 8 – Apr. 12
Mar. 2 – Apr. 6

10:00 am – 11:20 am
10:30 am – 11:50 pm

Swan
Harrill

Monday

Apr. 26 – June 7

10:00 am – 11:20 am

Swan

Monday

June 21 – July 26

10:00 am – 11:20 am

Swan

Monday

Aug. 9 – Sept. 20

10:00 am – 11:20 am

Swan

Monday

Oct. 4 – Nov. 8

10:00 am – 11:20 am

Swan

Monday

Nov. 8 – Dec. 13

10:00 am – 11:20 am

Swan

Pre-Competition Agility: Handling Skills & Course Evaluation ($)
Jan. 12 – Feb. 16
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Glass
Tuesday
Tuesday
Mar. 2 – Apr. 6
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Glass

Thursday

Competition Agility (Novice) ($)
Jan. 14 – Feb. 18
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Dwyer/Mullings

Thursday

Mar. 11 – Apr. 15

Dwyer/Mullings

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
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Thursday

Apr. 29 – June 3

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Dwyer/Mullings

Thursday

June 17 – July 22

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Dwyer/Mullings

Thursday

Aug. 5 – Sept. 9

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Dwyer/Mullings

Thursday

Sept. 23 – Oct. 28

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Dwyer/Mullings

Thursday

Nov. 11 – Dec. 16

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Dwyer/Mullings

Tuesday
Tuesday

Advanced Competition Agility (Open) ($)
Jan. 12 – Feb. 16
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Mar. 2 – Apr. 6
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Harrill
Harrill

The CTA Sequence of Agility Classes:
One of the most frequently asked question is "What class do I take next" or "Where do I start?" To
reduce confusion, we are streamlining the class names and organizing them into a clear and logical
progression.
Building Blocks for Puppies: Focused Minds and Balanced Bodies I –any puppies 3-6 months old.
Building Blocks for Puppies: Focused Minds and Balanced Bodies II – for graduates of Building
Blocks I
Agility Foundation I or Basic Agility I – for any dog over 1 year old who is beginning agility training.
Agility Foundation II or Basic Agility II – for graduates from Foundations or Basic Agility I. Class work
emphasis on weaves.
Pre-Competition Agility (formerly Intermediate) – for graduates of Basic or Foundations class.
Students should be familiar with all equipment. Class work includes sequencing and advanced handling skills.
Competition Agility – for students with proficiency on all equipment including weaves. Class work includes
advanced sequencing and distance handling at speed.
Advanced Competition Agility – for students competing at open level agility. Class work focusing on
Advanced handling on Masters level courses.

Class fee: $100.00 CTA members, $130.00 for non-members. Instructors can use the Instructor
benefits of 10 free class credits.
To register: Read the prerequisites for the class and make sure they apply to you and
your dog, and then register online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcomingclasses/ . Contact Karen Long at 410-757-0232 or kdlong88@aol.com if you have any
questions.
During the first class, if the instructor feels you or your dog are not ready, the instructor
will discuss an alternative class.
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Agility Class Schedule- Winter 2021
On-Line Class Registration
These Agility classes are held at the CTA Agility facility in Beltsville.

Monday: 10:00-11:20 – Pre-Competition Agility formerly Intermediate (6 wks)
Instructor: Judith Swan
January 11th – February 15th (Session followed by 2 weeks off)
March 8th – April 12th (Session followed by 1 week off)
April 26th – June 7th (Memorial day off. Session followed by 1 week off)
June 21st – July 26th (Session followed by 1 week off)
August 9th – September 20th (with Labor Day off. Session followed by 1 week off)
October 4th –November 8th (no weeks off between sessions)
November 8th- December 13th – 5 week long session (followed by 2 weeks off)
Classes will focus on handling skills and current course innovations. Further weave training emphasized.
Prerequisite: Dog and handler must have experience on all equipment including weave poles and have passed
at least one basic or intro agility class.
Registration: Please sign up online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcoming-classes/
*Classes are limited to 8 dog and handler teams each.

Tuesday:10:30-11:50 Pre-Competition Agility formerlyIntermediate (6 weeks)
Instructor: Spencer Harrill
January 12th-February 16th (followed by 2 weeks off)
March 2nd-April 6th (followed by 1 week off)
Owners will learn how to handle their dogs on the equipment and build a communicative relationship with their
dogs. Owners will begin sequencing and basic agility handling maneuvers.
Prerequisite: must have graduated from a CTA Basic Obedience class or similar Obedience program as well as
completed at least one basic agility class at CTA or other agility training facility.
Registration: Please sign up online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcoming-classes/
*Classes are limited to 6 dog and handler teams each.

Tuesday: 12:00-1:20 Agility Foundations II (6 weeks)
Instructor: Spencer Harrill
January 12th-February 16th (followed by 1 week off)
Expands on Introductions to Agility I. Dogs will learn how to use the equipment safely. Owners will learn how
to handle their dogs on the equipment and build a communicative relationship with their dogs.
Prerequisite: must have graduated from an Introduction to Agility class.
Registration: Please sign up online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcoming-classes/
*Classes are limited to 8 dog and handler teams each.

Tuesday 6:00-7:20 – Pre-Competition Agility formerly Competition Class:
Handling Skills & Course Evaluation (6 weeks)
Instructor: Barbara Glass
January 12th-February 16th (followed by 2 weeks off)
March 2nd-April 6th (followed by 1 week off)
This class focusses on handling skills and course evaluation for you and your dog.
Prerequisite: Dogs must know all the equipment
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Registration: Please sign up online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcoming-classes/
*Classes are limited to 8 dog and handler teams each.

Tuesday 7:30-9:00 Advanced Competition formerly Competition (6 weeks)
Instructor: Spencer Harrill
January 12th-February 16th (followed by 2 weeks off)
March 2nd-April 6th (followed by 1 week off)
Courses will have advanced handling moves up to Masters level. More advanced moves are sometimes thrown
into a course for learning purposes-Such as threadles, backsides, wraps, layering and some distance. Some “One
Mind Dog” techniques are also thrown in for learning purposes.
Prerequisites: Competing at the AKC Open level or equivalent. Instructor does make exceptions.
Registration: Please sign up online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcoming-classes/
*Classes are limited to 8 dog and handler teams each.

Wednesday:6:00-7:20 Building Blocks for Puppies: Focused Minds and
Balanced Bodies (6 weeks)
Instructor: Karen McNally
Co-instructors: Dale Martins, Dave McNally

 Building Blocks I:
January 6th –Orientation without dogs (owners must attend).
Classes: January 13th – February 17th (followed by 2 weeks off) For puppies 3-6
months. Please get instructors prior permission for puppies not in this age range
 Building Blocks II:
March 10th – April 21st (April 1st off. Session followed by 1 week off) must have
graduated from Building blocks for Puppies I.
Topics include developing building blocks and basic beginner behaviors for future performance fun.
Dog and handler will work on various activities as a foundation applicable to developing skills used in
performance
sports.
NOTE: Puppies will not run on equipment in this class. Solidification of skills and physical maturity are
essential before
equipment is undertaken and put into use.
Having fun, building mental focus and creating a closer bond with your puppy will be the primary objective.
During each class students will be divided into small groups each with an individual instructor.
Registration: Please sign up online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcoming-classes/. Questions? Please contact
Karen McNally at angorarabbits@aol.com.
*Classes are limited to 8 dog and handler teams each.

Wednesday 7:30 –9:00– Basic Agility: Intro to Equipment & Handling (6 wks)
Instructors: Dale Martins and Karen McNally and Dave McNally
Dog and handlers will safely be introduced to the correct use of agility equipment.

 Basic Agility III: January 13th - February 17th (followed by 2 weeks
off) Prerequisite: must have graduated from Basic Agility II:
Introduction to Equipment & Handling.

22

 Basic Agility I: March 10th – April 14th (Session followed by 1 week
off) Prerequisite: must have graduated from a CTA Basic Obedience
class or similar Obedience program.
Please sign up online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcoming-classes/
*Classes are limited to 8 dog and handler teams each.

Thursday:
6:00-7:20 Basic Agility II: Introduction to Equipment – (6 weeks)
Instructors: Karen McNally, Dave McNally & Dale Martins
Dogs will learn how to use the equipment safely. Owners will learn how to handle their dogs on the equipment and build a
communicative relationship with their dogs.



Basic Agility II: January 14th - February 18th (followed by 2 weeks off). Must have attended Intro to
Equipment I
 Basic Agility III: March 11th – April 15st (Session followed by 1 week off)
Prerequisite: Must have attended Basic Agility II: Intro to Equipment
Please sign up online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcoming-classes/
*Classes are limited to 8 dog and handler teams each.

Thursday 7:30-9:00 Competition Agility formerly Novice (6 weeks)
Instructor: Karen Dwyer & Kim Mullings
January 14th –February 18th (followed by 2 weeks off)
March 11th –April 15th (followed by 1 week off)
April 29th –June 3th (followed by 1 week off)
June 17th –July 22nd (followed by 1 week off)
August 5th –September 9th (followed by 1 week off)
September 23rd-October 28th (followed by 1 week off)
November 11th - December 16th (followed by 1 week off)
Class Description: Starting with short sequences of obstacles and working close to their dogs, students will
learn how to evaluate a course and how to make a plan for how they will move their dog through the course
accurately and safely.
As students progress, they will work with increasingly longer and more complex sequences, which will require
them to work at a greater distance from their dogs.
Students will finally work with show-level sequences at speed to prepare for their first trial.
Prerequisites: Graduated from a basic agility class and must have experience on all equipment
Registration: Please sign up online at http://www.CTAdogs.org/upcoming-classes/
*Classes are limited to 8 dog and handler teams each.
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Canine Training Association, Inc. Membership Application
Please print as legibly as possible, especially phone numbers and email addresses.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________ State: _________________ ZIP: _____________
Phone: _______________________________________ Cell: _______________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Additional Household Member: ________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________

Cell: ______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Membership Benefits and Details:










The fee for our membership package is $100.00 annually, regardless of when you sign up.
Membership benefits run from January 1st to December 31st .
The membership package includes all dogs in your household.
As a member, you will receive a $30.00 discount for every class you take. All classes are eligible for the
discount. Special events and seminars may not be included.
As a member, you may rent our training buildings in Beltsville and Davidsonville for private training sessions.
Use of the agility building requires prior approval from your instructor and completion of our safety protocol
training.
We will keep you up to date on club business with our quarterly electronic newsletter.
All members must maintain a hold harmless waiver on file with us.
All dogs training in our facilities must be up to date on their vaccines. Proof of vaccination must be provided.

Please mail membership application and payment to:
CTA Memberships
Attn: Patricia Hill
P.O. Box 43
Davidsonville, MD 21035
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RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY
I, the undersigned, in exchange for participation in the activities of the Canine Training Association, Inc. (CTA)
and use of property, facilities, and services of CTA, agree for myself and, if applicable, for members of my
family, to the following:
1. AGREEMENT TO FOLLOW DIRECTIONS. I agree to observe and obey all rules and warnings, and further
agree to follow any oral instructions or directions given by CTA employees, instructors, representatives, or
agents.
2. ASSUMPTION OF RISKS AND RELEASE. I recognize that there are certain inherent risks associated with
participation in dog training activities. Risks include but are not limited to 1) risk of personal injury; 2) risk of
loss of personal property; 3) risk of dog bites, dogfights, or scratches; 4) risk of illness or disease transferred to
me or my dog; 5) risk of being knocked-down, chased, or tripped; 6) risk of loss of my dog by disappearance,
theft, death, or otherwise; 7) risk of slips and falls and other serious injury; 8) risk of injury resulting from use
of CTA equipment, materials, and facilities; and 7) risk of injury from unknown and unexpected occurrences.
To the fullest extent permitted by law, I release and discharge the landowner, CTA, its officers, directors,
instructors and all other personnel, from injury or loss or damage arising out of my or my family’s use of or
presence upon CTA’s facilities, whether caused by CTA, myself, my family or other third parties.
3. INDEMNIFICATION. I agree to indemnify and defend CTA against all claims, causes of action, damages,
judgments, costs or expenses, including attorney’s fees and other litigation costs, which may in any way arise
from my or my family’s use of or presence upon the facilities of CTA.
4. FEES. I agree to pay for all damage to the facilities and property of CTA caused by negligent, reckless, or
willful actions by my family or me.
5. NO DURESS. I agree and acknowledge that I am under no duress to sign this Agreement and that I have
been given a reasonable opportunity to review this Agreement before signing. I further agree and acknowledge
that I am free to have my own legal counsel review this Agreement if I so desire. I further agree and
acknowledge that CTA has offered to refund any fees I have paid to use its facilities if I choose not to sign this
Agreement.
6. DISPUTE RESOLUTION. Any dispute arising from this Agreement shall be settled by arbitration
administered by the American Arbitration Association.
7. APPLICABLE LAW. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the
state of Maryland.
8. ARM’S LENGTH AGREEMENT. This Agreement and each of its terms are the product of an arm’s length
negotiation between the parties. In the event any ambiguity is found to exist in the interpretation of this
Agreement or any of its provisions, the Parties, and each of them, explicitly reject the application of any legal
or equitable interpretation which would lead to a construction either “for” or “against” a particular party based
upon their status as the drafter of a specific term, language, or provision giving rise to such ambiguity.
9. SEVERABILITY. Every provision herein is intended to be severable. If any one or more of the provisions
herein is found to be unenforceable or invalid, that shall not affect the other terms and provisions hereof, which
shall remain binding and enforceable.
10. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement constitutes the full and entire understanding and agreement
between the parties with regard to the subjects hereof, and supersede all prior agreements, understandings,
inducements or conditions, express or implied, oral or written, relating to the subject matter hereof.
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I HAVE READ THIS DOCUMENT AND UNDERSTAND IT. I FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT BY
SIGNING THIS RELEASE, I VOLUNTARILY SURRENDER CERTAIN LEGAL RIGHTS.
Signature: ___________________________________________________________ Date: _______________
Print Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

AS THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF THE MINOR LISTED BELOW, I HAVE READ THIS DOCUMENT
AND UNDERSTAND IT. I FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT BY SIGNING THIS RELEASE, I
VOLUNTARILY SURRENDER CERTAIN LEGAL RIGHTS.
Print Minor’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Signature of Parent or Guardian:__________________________________________ Date:________________
Print Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
I HAVE READ THIS DOCUMENT AND UNDERSTAND IT. I FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT BY
SIGNING THIS RELEASE, I VOLUNTARILY SURRENDER CERTAIN LEGAL RIGHTS.
Signature of Additional Household Member: ________________________________ Date: _______________
Print Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Dog #1
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Name

Breed
Sex  Female  Male

Date of Birth

Altered  Neutered  Spayed

Date Inoculated for DHLP‐P
Date

Inoculated

for

Rabies

County

Tag/Certificate

1 Year
3 Year

#

Name of Veterinarian/Animal Hospital
Vet’s
Address

City

Phone

State

ZIP

Dog #2
Name

Breed
Sex  Female  Male

Date of Birth

Altered  Neutered  Spayed

Date Inoculated for DHLP‐P
Date

Inoculated

for

Rabies

County

Tag/Certificate

Name of Veterinarian/Animal Hospital
Address

#

Vet’s
City

1 Year
3 Year
Phone

State

ZIP

Dog #3
Name

Breed
Sex  Female  Male

Date of Birth

Altered  Neutered  Spayed

Date Inoculated for DHLP‐P
Date

Inoculated

for

Rabies

County

Tag/Certificate

Name of Veterinarian/Animal Hospital
Address

Vet’s
City

State

#

1 Year
3 Year
Phone
ZIP
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